Name:__________________
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Shouting Fire: Stories From the Edge of Free Speech

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 







-Amendment One to the US Constitution
For this assignment you will be watching a portion of the documentary, Shouting Fire: Stories from the Edge of Free Speech from 41:16-58:39
An absolute right guarantees a certain freedom or privilege regardless of the factual setting or situation. Though there are few truly absolute rights, some come very close. For example, the right to trial by jury in a criminal proceeding and the right to have an attorney represent you there are very nearly absolute (though habeas corpus can in extreme situations be suspended by Congress under the Constitution, as it was under the Patriot Act). Of course, ―Congress shall make no law‖ has not been read as an absolute guarantee. As First Amendment attorney Jack Sleeth says in the film: ―But Congress makes lots of laws respecting the freedom of speech, so we’re balancing here.

Go to 41:16 in the video which is located here: https://vimeo.com/38265857 on my canvas page: https://lgsuhsd.instructure.com/courses/7411/files/347833?module_item_id=112658 In Skokie, Illinois  he episode of American Nazis seeking to march in Skokie, a significantly Jewish suburb of Illinois. The episodes make clear that if free speech means anything, it means protecting even (and especially) those whose opinions we detest. Students could be asked about their ability, were they lawyers, to represent in a First Amendment case someone whose speech they find repellent. Jewish members and supporters of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) faced just this question when they considered representing the Nazis in Skokie.


1. Do you think the court should have allowed the NAZIs to march in Skokie?


2. Why or why not?


3. In response to a schoolwide ―day of silence proclaimed at his public high school to honor 

the rights of homosexuals, Chase Harper decided to express his religious beliefs in opposition to 

homosexuality.   



a. What did he write on his shirt?



b. What case that we discussed in class is this reminiscent of?______________________________


c. Write a paragraph opening to an editorial.  In the last sentence write a thesis statement on whether or not he should have been allowed to wear this shirt.

4. What were the Pentagon Papers


a. What tough question did Justice Potter ask professor Bickel?


b. What was his eventual response?



c.) Why was this case so crucial a victory for the first amendment? (use the back) 
