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Research Paper
You will select a topic from the list below and conduct background research to become familiar with the basic facts behind the historical episode it represents. What people, places, and events figure prominently in this chapter of American history? What ideas and assumptions affected the climate of opinion at the time? Such information will help you develop a pertinent thesis.  Maybe you already have a theory about one of these topics.  Your goal would be to set about finding the evidence to prove it.  Perhaps you have been interested in a topic, but you need more facts to form an opinion.  
Paper requirements:

· 5-8 pages, typed, double-spaced-MLA FORMATTED, plus title page and
  bibliography

· Two print sources (minimum) must be included in your bibliography. A total of 6 sources must be used in developing your evidence.

· Research cards and outline due Wednesday, April 18                       50 points
· Rough Draft is due Wednesday, April 25
HARD COPY IN CLASS        50 points
· Final draft is due Wednesday, May 4 HARD COPY AND SOFT COPY   100 points  
· Final draft must be submitted to Turnitin by 11:59 p.m. on Wed., May 4.  Late papers will be docked 10% for every day late up to 3 days.  Papers not submitted after three days will not be accepted.
Now is the time to research.  In addition to library resources, such as books, magazines, chronicles, timelines and handbooks found in the reference section of the library, you should consider researching your topics using the EDSITE websites listed below. You can be connected to the links below by downloading/opening this handout from the homework website for tonight (4/2/07) and then clicking on the underlined link.
EDSITE Resources on Postwar American History:
At the Internet Public Library 

· 20th Century Precursors
Links to key texts and background information on important authors and literature of the 1930s to the 1950s. 

· The Psychedelic Sixties
Extensive resources on the culture, politics, and temper of a turbulent decade. 

· The History Channel
Year-by-year timelines with links to capsule information on important people, concepts, issues, and events.
At Learner.Org 

· A Biography of America
Profiles of the Fifties, the Sixties, and the closing decades of the 20th century, with links to additional web resources on topics in each time period.
Conversations With History
Interviews with leading authorities on many aspects of postwar American foreign relations, as well as other social issues.
We Shall Overcome: Historic Places of the Civil Rights Movement
A virtual tour highlighting key events and personalities in the struggle for racial equality.
Topics
1950s
The Cold War
The Arms Race
The Space Race
The Civil Rights Movement
Television: Sit-coms, Kid Shows, Sports, & Network News

1960s
Youth Culture & Social Protest
The Women's Movement
The Vietnam War
The Black Power Movement
The Arab-Israeli Conflict

1970s
Watergate
The Energy Crisis
The Environmental Movement
The Malling of America
The Computer Revolution

1980s
The Gulf War
Medical Breakthroughs: AIDS, Organ Transplants, & Genetics
The Collapse of Communism in Europe
Insurgency and Repression in Latin America
The Struggle against Apartheid in South Africa
